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JUDGE  JAMES  GARNETT 

Born  July  8,  1834 
Died  January  25,  1905 

T 

On  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
my  father,  who  throughout  his  life  manifested  great  love 
for  all  those  who  bore  his  name,  I  am  presenting  this  pam¬ 
phlet  to  those  who  knew  him  and  were  the  beneficiaries  of 
his  affection,  believing  it  to  be  a  fitting  memorial  to  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  gentleman  who  gave  to  society  more  than  he 
received. 

He  was  a  kind,  gentle,  indulgent  father.  He  exercised 
paternal  watch  care  over  his  nieces  and  nephews  and  was 
kind  and  considerate  to  all  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 

His  interest  in  those  who  bore  the  name  of  Garnett 
caused  him  to  inquire  diligently  into  and  verify  the  his¬ 
tory  of  our  branch  of  the  family  covering  five  generations. 
The  notes  which  he  left  inspired  me  to  pursue  the  investi¬ 
gation  and  I  found  that  the  Garnetts,  from  the  time  they 
landed  in  the  colonies,  have  done  well  their  part  in  help¬ 
ing  to  establish  this  Nation. 

I  have  adopted  this  plan  of  preserving  what  I  believe 
to  be  an  accurate  history  of  the  family,  with  the  hope  that 
it  will  inspire  those  who  follow  to  carry  on  and  render  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  public  in  the  future  equal  to  the  service  rendered 
by  their  ancestors  over  a  period  of  nearly  three  hundred 
years. 

In  May  1915,  while  the  guest  of  J.  Nelson  Garnett  of 

# 

Culpeper,  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Garnett  and  her  daughters. 
Misses  Elsie  and  Leigh  of  Rapidan,  I  was  shown  over  the 
Horse  Shoe  Farm  and  I  am  indebted  to  those  relatives  for 
much  information  as  well  as  for  their  delightful  hospitality. 
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The  Honorable  Charles  L.  Garnett  of  Columbus,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  me  in  my  efforts 
to  secure  accurate  information  relative  to  the  family.  He 
is  not  only  one  of  the  outstanding  members  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Bar,  but  he  is  “a  gentleman  and  a  scholar  to  the  man¬ 
ner  born”.  Over  a  period  of  years,  he  made  painstaking 
examination  of  the  records  in  many  of  the  counties  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  where  the  Garnetts  resided  after  they  reached  the 
Continent,  and  he  compiled  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
pages  of  typewritten  notes  from  the  records,  a  copy  of  which 
was  presented  to  me.  From  his  notes  I  secured  many  of 
the  record  references  used  herein.  After  my  notes  were 
compiled  and  written  he  was  kind  enough  to  read  and  cor¬ 
rect  them,  for  which  I  express  my  appreciation. 

I  have  traced  the  descendants  of  my  father  to  the 
present  time.  Have  not  followed  the  collateral  branches 
of  his  family  beyond  his  nephews  and  nieces,  but  it  is  my 
hope  that  they  will  compile  the  history  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  familes  so  that  a  complete  record  will  be  preserved 
and  perpetuated. 

James  Garnett,  II, 

July  8,  1934.  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
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James  Garnett  Mary  Garnett 


EARLY  IMMIGRANTS 


The  Garnetts  are  of  Norman-French  origin.  The  name 
appeared  in  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  has 
since  been  linked  with  the  history  of  the  British  Isles. 

The  Garnetts  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
attained  prominence  in  the  professions  as  educators  and  as 

writers.  Four  branches  of  the  family  appeared  in  England : 
at  Kirkby  Lonsdale ;  at  Casterton  in  Lancashire ;  at  Eagles- 

cliffe  in  Westmoreland  and  at  Ottley  in  Yorkshire. 

The  Garnetts  were  among  the  early  immigrants  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  from  there  they  migrated  to  Kentucky  and  can 
now  be  found  in  many  of  the  southern  and  western  states. 

Ten  years  before  the  Mayflower  landed  at  Plymouth 
Rock,  Thomas  Garnett  landed  in  the  colony  of  Virginia. 
The  "‘Original  List  of  Immigrants’^  page  255,  by  John  Cam¬ 
den  Hotten,  says  that  Thomas  Garnett  came  in  1610  in 
the  ship  “Swan”.  Elizabeth  Garnett  came  in  1618  on  the 
ship,  “Neptune”.  The  muster  of  inhabitants  taken  in 
1624-1625  says  that  Thomas  Garnett,  age  forty,  was  living 
at  Elizabeth  City  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  age  twenty-six, 
and  their  young  daughter,  Susan,  age  three. 

Under  the  date  of  July  3,  1635,  Governor  John  West 
granted  Thomas  Garnett  two  hundred  acres  of  land  for 
transporting  into  the  colony  at  his  own  expense,  four  per¬ 
sons  (Grant  Book  1,  page  201,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.) 

The  “Early  Virginia  Immigrants”,  by  George  C.  Greer, 
S  says  that  William  and  Jane  Garnett  came  to  the  colony  in 
1650. 

Professor  James  Mercer  Garnett,  in  his  pamphlet  on 
the  genealogy  of  the  Garnett  family,  says  that  John  Gar¬ 
nett,  from  Lancashire,  England,  landed  in  Gloucester 
County,  Virginia,  in  1680. 
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There  is  a  family  tradition  that  our  ancestor  and  his 
brother,  who  were  political  adherents  of  Charles  I,  escaped 
from  England  and  came  to  the  colony  shortly  after  Charles 
I  was  dethroned  and  beheaded,  and  at  one  time  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  Thomas  Garnett  and  his  wife,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  appear  to  have  reached  the  colony  in  1650,  were 
our  ancestors,  but  in  recent  years  after  additional  re¬ 
search  I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  John  Garnett, 
who  landed  in  1680  and  settled  in  Gloucester  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  is  our  ancestor. 

This  John  Garnett  later  moved  from  Gloucester  to 
Essex  County,  where  he  acquired  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  the  Rappahannock  River  near  Moseley's  Quarters. 

John  Garnett  left  surviving  him  four  children:  John  II, 
Thomas  II,  Anthony,  who  died  young,  and  a  daughter. 

Referring  to  deed  from  Anthony  Garnett,  Jun.  to  John 
Garnett,  recorded  in  Deed  Book  22,  page  230,  Essex  County, 
dated  May  10,  1741,  Charles  L.  Garnett,  at  page  7  of  his 
notes  says: 

'‘NOTE:  This  deed  of  which  I  examined  the  original 
as  well  as  the  copy,  discloses  the  existence  of  two  Anthony 
Garnetts.  Anthony,  Jun.  was  the  son  of  John  Garnett  of 
St.  Ann  Parish,  whose  will  was  probated  in  1713;  the 
deed  itself  indicates  that  much.  The  deed  by  Thomas  Gar¬ 
nett  to  John  Forster,  in  1709,  shows  that  John  Garnett  of 
Kingston  Parish,  Gloucester  County,  then  deceased,  had 
a  son  named  Anthony  who  died  before  he  became  twenty- 
one.  In  a  deed  by  Anthony  Garnett  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
in  1736  (Book  21,  page  17),  Anthony  Garnett  described 
Mmself  as  of  Essex  County,  but  in  a  deed  given  in  1758 
(Book  28,  page  115)  Anthony  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  said 
they  were  of  St.  Mark’s  Parish,  Culpeper,  and  that  Anthony 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  Garnett.  This  indicates  that  John 
Garnett  of  St.  Ann  Parish,  whose  will  was  probated  in  1713, 
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and  Thomas  Garnett  of  the  same  parish,  both  had  sons 
named  Anthony,  and  that  John's  son  Anthony  took  the 
‘Jun.’  " 

Orange  County  Deed  Book  5,  page  57,  contains  a  lease 
from  the  executors  of  Alexander  Spotswood,  dated  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1741,  by  which  they  leased  to  Anthony  Garnett  the 
Spotsylvania  Tract  lying  in  Orange  County.  It  appears 
from  the  Virginia  Counties  records.  Congressional  Library, 
Class  F  221-V.75  that  Spotsylvania  County  was  formed 
from  Essex,  King  &  Queen,  and  King  William  County  in 
1720  and  constituted  one  parish.  But  in  1730  this  parish 
was  divided  into  St.  George  and  St.  Mark’s.  St.  Mark’s  was 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  County  and  became  Orange  County 
in  1734,  containing  all  that  territory  which  is  now  embraced 
in  Orange,  Madison,  Culpeper  and  Rappahannock  Counties. 
It  is  entirely  probable  that  the  land  contained  in  the  lease 
from  Alexander  Spotswood’s  Executors  to  Anthony  Gar¬ 
nett  was  a  part  of  what  afterwards  became  known  as  the 
Horse  Shoe  Farm,  now  in  Culpeper  County. 

The  chief  seat  of  the  Garnett  family  is  in  what  is  now 
Essex  County  and  the  John  Garnett,  who  came  over  in  1680 
first  settled  in  Glouchester  County,  later  moved  to  Essex 
County,  where  he  acquired  a  large  body  of  land,  appears 
to  be  the  American  head  of  our  branch  of  the  Garnett 
family. 
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ELMWOOD 


ELMWOOD 


Elmwood  is  a  well  known  estate  of  approximately  800 

acres  situated  on  the  Rappahannock  River  about  eighteen 

miles  above  the  city  of  Tappahannock  and  said  to  be  the 

most  frequently  visited  estate  by  tourists  in  Essex 

County.  It  is  probable  that  this  estate  bears  some  relation 

to  the  lands  owned  by  John  Garnett  at  the  time  of  his 

death. 

✓ 

The  massive  brick  residence  now  standing  on  this 
tract  was  built  by  Muscoe  Garnett  for  his  son,  James  Mer¬ 
cer  Garnett.  When  the  younger  Garnett  attained  his  ma¬ 
jority  he  was  placed  in  possession  and  he  brought  his  bride 
to  this  handsome  estate  in  September  1793.  He  gave  the 
estate  the  name  of  “Elmwood’’. 

James  Mercer  Garnett  aligned  himself  with  the  young 
Democracy.  He  served  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  in  the  Virginia  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention  of  1829  and  1830.  He  was  a  lead¬ 
er  in  agricultural  life  and  distinguished  public  men  were 
often  his  guests  at  Elmwood.  His  hospitality  and  politi¬ 
cal  activities  reduced  his  fortune  and  in  1821  he  and  his 
wife  opened  a  school  for  girls  at  Elmwood,  which  they  oper¬ 
ated  for  about  eight  years,  and  later  they  opened  a  school 
for  boys,  where  their  son,  Muscoe  Russell  Hunter  Garnett, 
received  his  early  education. 

The  estate  is  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Mary  Picton  Garnett 
Mitchell  of  North  Wales,  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of 
Muscoe  Russell  Hunter  Garnett,  and  the  widow  of  the  Rev¬ 
erend  James  Clayton  Mitchell.  Mrs.  Mitchell  also  owns, 
a  part  of  “Mount  Pleasant”  tract  and  the  “Fonthill”  estate. 

The  house  at  Elmwood  has  not  been  occupied  for  many 
years.  It  is  in  charge  of  a  caretaker. 
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In  Mrs.  Virginia  ShowelFs  description  of  Elmwood 
(Essex  Sketches)  she  says  that  the  house  is  now  furnished 
as  when  last  occupied  and  that  when  you  ask: 

“Is  it  left  undisturbed  to  only  ghostly  inhabitants? 
The  guide  will  reply  that  from  time  to  time,  throughout 
the  years,  when  some  member  of  the  family  dies,  the  house 
is  thrown  open,  the  flower-strewn  casket  is  placed  in  the 
hall,  and  there  the  words  of  the  stately  liturgy  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  are  said. 

“The  warm  air  outside,  and  the  June  sunlight  feel  wel¬ 
come  after  the  gloom  of  the  interior,  and  the  visitor  revels 
in  the  old  fashioned  garden.  Crepe  myrtles  have  grown  to 
the  size  of  trees;  many  large,  rare  shrubs  are  to  be  found 
among  the  gay  blooming  roses  and  perennials.  The  trim 
box-bordered  walks  are  as  neat  as  when  little  children  played 
there,  or  lovers  strolled  together  in  the  moonlight. 

“Back  of  the  garden  is  the  family  graveyard,  carpeted 
with  honeysuckle  and  shaded  by  cedars  and  oaks.  Here, 
from  the  parts  they  have  played  in  the  busy  world — 
one  by  one  they  have  returned  to  rest.  Flickering  spots  of 
shade  and  sunlight  play  over  the  white  headstones,  illumin¬ 
ating  the  names  of  here  a  foreign  minister,  there  a  cele¬ 
brated  physician,  and  other  names  well  known  in  Virginia 
history.  The  inscriptions  reveal  something  of  the  virtues 
.and  frailties  of  those  who  sleep  beneath.’’ 
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“HORSE  SHOE  FARM” 


My  great-great-great-grandfather,  Anthony  Garnett, 
was  born  in  Essex  County,  where  he  lived  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bowler,  the  widow  of  John 
Bowler.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Jones.  (Deed 
Book  20,  pages  15-16,  Essex  County,  dated  August  20, 
1733).  Anthony  started  the  family  on  its  westward  mi¬ 
gration  in  about  1738,  when  he  moved  to  Orange  County 
(before  the  creation  of  Culpeper). 

W.  W.  Scott’s  history  of  Orange  County,  page  260, 
says:  “Anthony  Garnett  was  commissioned  Captain  in 

'  1755”. 

/ 

In  1758  he  was  elected  vestryman  of  St.  Mark’s  Parish 
and  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  the  bend  of  Robinson  River, 
near  Rapidan  Station,  in  what  is  now  Culpeper  County. 
This  farm,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  bend  in  the  river,  is 
known  as  the  Horse  Shoe  Farm. 

When  I  visited  the  Horse  Shoe  Farm  in  May  1915  the 
house  with  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  of  land  was 
then  owned  by  Mr.  Boden,  who  bought  it  from  Joseph 
Wlemer’s  heirs.  The  remaining  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  the  tract  was  then  owned  by  J.  H.  Mead.  Both 
tracts  were  in  splendid  state  of  cultivation  and  the  owners 
engaged  extensively  in  the  dairy  business. 

On  May  9,  1915,  I  attended  services  at  the  Crooked 
Run  Baptist  Church  located  within  a  mile  of  the  old  farm. 
This  church  was  organized  in  1772.  James  Garnett,  the 
^  son  of  Anthony  Garnett,  helped  organize  this  church ;  was 
'  ordained  therein  and  became  its  pastor  in  1775,  serving 
until  his  death  in  1830.  His  grandson,  James  Garnett,  the 
son  of  Edmond  and  Sarah  Garnett  moved  to  Kentucky  when 
a  child ;  received  part  of  his  education  at  Transylvania  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Lexington;  was  ordained  at  the  Bullittsville 
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Church;  returned  to  Virginia  and  married  the  daughter  of 
Ruben  Garnett.  He  became  pastor  of  the  Crooked  Run 
Baptist  Church  shortly  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather 
and  spent  practically  the  remainder  of  his  life  there. 

I  was  also  shown  an  Episcopal  Church  at  Rapidan 
Station  which  stands  on  the  same  spot  where  the  original 
St.  Mark's  Church  stood  when  Anthony  Garnett  was  lay- 
reader. 

After  visiting  the  Horse  Shoe  Farm  recently,  my  sister, 
Mrs.  J.  Pendleton  Scruggs,  wrote  me: 

''We  went  on  to  the  farm  and  it  is  far  more  beautiful 
than  I  had  expected.  Monticello  is  no  more  beautiful  than 
“Horse  Shoe  Farm"  and  I  felt  much  pride  in  thinking  my 
ancestors  once  owned  all  of  those  acres  and  much  more. 
It  is  visited  often  by  tourists  and  Mrs.  Brady  very  graciously 
permits  visitors  to  be  shown  through,  even  in  her  absence. 
The  view  is  marvelous  and  everything  is  in  perfect  and 
beautiful  order.  Mrs.  Brady  was  not  at  home,  but  the 
caretaker  told  us  to  take  pictures  and  asked  if  we  would 
like  to  see  the  house  as  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  places  in  that  section. 

“It  is  just  gorgeous,  with  all  of  its  antiques,  not  a  mod¬ 
ern  piece  anywhere  to  mar  the  beauty.  I  understand  a  Mr. 
Moncure  built  the  house  which  is  located  at  the  site  of  the 
original  residence. 

“The  garden  at  the  rear  of  the  house  is  reached  by 
a  box  bordered,  grassy  walk.  The  boxwood  looks  as  though 
it  had  been  there  for  several  generations,  and  as  I  looked  at 
it  I  wondered  if  our  great  grandfather  did  not  put  some  of  it 
there. 

“They  told  us  at  Rapidan  that  the  Garnetts  formerly 
owned  all  the  land  from  Elsie  Garnett's  home  to  Rapidan 
Station,  and  they  still  own  many  hundred  acres  of  it." 
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CROCUS  CREEK  FARM 


In  1815  Oliver  Garnett,  the  grandson  of  Anthony  of 
the  Horse  Shoe  Farm,  with  his  family,  moved  to  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  bought  and  settled  on  the 
farm  on  Crocus  Creek,  which  Robert  Rowe  afterward  ac¬ 
quired  and  it  is  now  owned  by  Alfonso  Guthrie. 

About  the  year  1824  Oliver  Garnett's  father,  Robert 
or  Robin,  came  to  Kentucky  and  lived  with  his  son  until 
the  death  of  Robert  on  December  30th,  1830,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four. 

Oliver  died  December  12,  1838,  and  his  wife  died  March 
1,  1834. 

Robert,  Oliver  and  Oliver’s  wife,  are  buried  on  the 
Crocus  Creek  Farm. 
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THE  GLENS  FORK  HOME 


GLENS  FORK 


Mary  Ann  Pettris  Hayden  was  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Frances  Tompkins  Hayden  of  Albermarle  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  She  first  married  William  Hopkins  and  shortly 
thereafter  she  and  her  husband  moved  to  Cumberland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Hopkins  died  leaving  his  widow  without 
relatives  or  friends  in  Kentucky,  other  than  her  new  made 
friends.  She  was  not  acquainted  with  the  Garnetts  but 
had  heard  of  them  and  knew  they  came  from  Virginia. 
She  went  to  Oliver  Garnett  for  advice  and  assistance,  and 
became  acquainted  with  his  family.  It  was  through  this 
association  that  Anthony  Garnett,  the  son  of  Oliver  Garnett, 
became  acquainted  with  and  married  Mary  Ann  Pettris 
Hopkins  in  1824.  Deed  Book  31,  page  302  of  the  Alber¬ 
marle  County  records  contains  power  of  attorney  dated 
October  1,  1833,  from  Anthony  Garnett  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Ann  Pettris  Garnett  of  Adair  County,  Kentucky,  to  Mary 
Hayden,  to  collect  money  due  under  the  will  of  R.  Hayden. 

^  Soon  after  the  marriage  of  Anthony  and  Mary  Ann, 
they  went  back  to  Virginia  and  stayed  a  year  or  two  while 
he  settled  up  the  business  of  his  father  and  grandfather. 
On  the  return  in  1826  he  bought  and  located  on  a  477  acre 
farm  on  Glens  Fork  Creek  in  Adair  County,  Kentucky,  in 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Zion  neighborhood,  where  he 
lived  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  all  of  his  children 
were  reared.  This  farm  w^as  conveyed  to  him  by  Herbert 
G.  Waggoner  by  deed  dated  September  6,  1826,  recorded  in 
the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Adair  County  Court,  in  Deed 
Book  F,  page  548.  The  consideration,  as  expressed  in  said 
deed,  was  $2,590.27  and  10,361  pounds  of  tobacco. 

The  leading  families  in  the  Zion  neighborhood  at  that 
time  were  the  Waggoner’s,  Willis’,  Holliday’s.  They  came 
to  Kentucky  from  Culpeper  and  adjoining  counties,  and  it  is 
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entirely  probable  that  Anthony  Garnett's  acquaintance  with 
these  families  caused  him  to  locate  in  the  Zion  community. 

The  residence  constructed  of  logs  and  weather  boarded 
— one  and  one-half  stories  in  height — was  situated  on  an 
elevation  about  one-half  mile  west  of  the  Columbia  and 
Creelsboro  Road  at  the  point  where  the  highway  crosses 
Glens  Fork  Creek.  The  residence  is  five  miles  south  of 
Columbia  in  Adair  County,  Kentucky,  and  the  land  is  par¬ 
tially  bounded  on  the  east  and  south  by  Glens  Fork  Creek. 

In  this  one  and  one-half  story  log  residence  on  July  8, 
1834,  James,  the  fifth  child,  was  born  to  Anthony  Garnett 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  Pettris  Garnett.  Here  James  and 
his  brothers  and  sisters  were  reared  by  the  joint  efforts 

of  their  parents  until  their  father  died  in  1846,  leaving 
his  wife  with  a  family  of  seven  children,  several  slaves  and 
a  plantation. 

-  This  farm  is  yet  owned  by  the  family,  the  major  por¬ 
tion  by  William  A.  Garnett;  part  by  William  and  Fannye 
Holladay,  whose  mother  was  a  Garnett;  and  part  by  the 
children  of  Judge  James  Garnett.  William  H.  Garnett  ac¬ 
quired  the  residence  and  after  his  death  his  family  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  there  until  his  son,  William  A.  Garnett, 
became  the  owner  of  all  the  interest  therein.  William  A. 
Garnett  and  his  family  occupied  the  old  residencje  until  1914, 
when  he  erected  a  new  brick  residence  on  the  site  where  the 

I 

old  residence  stood.  The  part  of  the  farnr  owned  by 
William  A.  Garnett  contains  approximately  300  acres  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Adair  County.  The 
family  burial  lot  is  located  on  this  farm.  Here  Anthony 
Garnett  and  his  wife  and  all  their  children,  other  than 
Judge  James  Garnett  and  Frances  Wheat,  are  buried. 
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Anthony  was  a  successful  live  stock  trader  as  well  as 
a  progressive  farmer  and  his  widow  assumed  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  family  and  the  farm  and  the  education  of  the 
children.  She  taught  her  children  the  rules  of  right  and 
wrong  and  started  them  all  on  what  proved  to  be  a  success¬ 
ful  Christian  life. 

James  and  the  other  children  received  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  at  the  Zion  district  school  situated  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  down  the  creek  from  the  residence,  and 
later  he  was  sent  to  Saunders  Private  School  located  on 
Col.  Saunder’s  farm  about  five  miles  north  of  Columbia  on 
Butler’s  Branch,  where  he  was  instructed  in  mathematics, 
Latin  and  English.  His  class  mates  were  General  P.  Wat 
Hardin,  Col.  Ed.  Butler  and  four  other  young  men  whose 
names  I  do  not  now  recall. 

When  James  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was 
appointed  Deputy  County  Clerk  and  Deputy  Circuit  Clerk. 

He  then  moved  into  Columbia  and  lived  with  his  sister, 
Frances,  the  wife  of  Sinclair  Wheat,  who  was  County  Clerk. 
He  read  law  at  night  and  was  called  to  the  Bar  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  After  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  he 
resigned  as  Deputy  Clerk  and  opened  an  office  in  Columbia. 
He  and  his  brother,  Robert,  were  the  owners  of  that  part 
of  the  Glens  Fork  farm  which  included  the  dwelling  house. 
Here  he  made  his  home  and  commuted  on  horse-back  to  and 
from  his  office  daily.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed 
County  Attorney  of  Adair  County  and  served  for  one  year, 
when  he  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
which  position  he  filled  for  one  term.  By  this  time  he 
had  established  a  lucrative  law  practice  which  carried  him 
into  the  Counties  of  Russell,  Cumberland,  Metcalf,  Green 
and  Taylor. 

Early  in  life  he  accepted  Christ  and  united  with  the 
Zion  Baptist  Church. 
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He  sympathized  with  the  cause  of  the  South  but 
opposed  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  when  war  was 
declared  he  declined  to  unite  with  either  army  but  in  after 
life  he  was  heard  to  say  that  if  he  were  again  called  upon 
to  make  a  similar  decision  he  would  take  part  in  the  great 
history  making  struggle  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  con¬ 
tending  factions. 

On  August  2,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  M.  Wood,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Frances  Wood, 
who  was  then  the  widow  of  Buford  T.  Wood.  Mary  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  family  residence  located  about  three 
miles  west  of  Edmonton,  Metcalf  County,  Kentucky,  and 
sne  was  married  from  this  home.  She  received  her  pri¬ 
mary  education  in  a  privately  supported  school  maintained 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  1855  and  1856  she  and  her  sister 
Jennie,  attended  Allen  Lodge  Female  College,  which  In¬ 
stitution  was  established  and  conducted  by  Allen  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Glasgow,  Kentucky.  Later  she  entered 
Georgetown  Female  College,  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  from 
which  institution  she  graduated. 
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James  and  Mary  Garnett’s  Home  in  Columbia,  now  owned 
by  their  daughter,  Miss  Jennie  W.  Garnett. 


COLUMBIA 


Upon  their  marriage,  James  and  his  bride  began  house¬ 
keeping  on  the  Glens  Fork  farm  but  after  a  few  months 
they  moved  into  Columbia,  first  boarding  with  Rev.  J.  J. 
James,  the  Baptist  minister,  who  resided  on  Greensburg 
Street  in  the  house  now  located  in  the  fork  of  the  old  and 
the  new  Greensburg  road.  In  November  1866  they  pur¬ 
chased  from  Wm.  S.  Turpin  and  wife  the  residence  and  lot 
of  ground  containing  about  forty  acres  (Deed  Book  T.  page 
584)  on  the  east  side  of  North  Main  Street  ( Campbells ville 
Pike),  where  they  resided  throughout  the  remainder  of  their 
respective  lives.  In  the  southwest  room  “the  family  room” 
on  a  large  four  poster  Rosewood  bed,  all  the  children  were 
born.  On  this  bed  James  passed  away  January  25,  1905, 
and  Mary  in  April,  1908.  This  bed  is  now  in  the  room  of 
my  son,  James  III. 

They  had  four  children,  Mary,  who  married  Reverend 
E.  W.  Barnett,  died  June  28,  1908;  Jennie  W.,  who  owns  and 
occupies  the  beautiful  old  home  place;  James  II,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lena  Vardeman,  and  now  resides  at  1083  Cherokee 
Road,  Louisville,  Kentucky;  and  Sarah  Frances,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Reverend  J.  Pendleton  Scruggs,  and  now  lives  at  Kens¬ 
ington,  Maryland. 

Soon  after  moving  to  Columbia  James  and  Mary  both 
united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Columbia  and  were  ac¬ 
tive  and  influential  members  of  the  congregation  through¬ 
out  the  remainder  of  their  respective  lives. 

When  a  young  man,  James  was  for  several  years  Clerk 
of  the  Russell  Creek  Baptist  Association.  Later  he  became 
Moderator  of  the  Association  and  was  filling  this  position 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  While  moderator,  he  advised 
the  Association  to  establish  within  its  bounds  an  academy 
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so  that  the  young  men  and  women  of  that  section  could  com¬ 
plete  their  high  school  courses  in  a  Christian  institution 
close  to  their  homes.  The  plan  was  adopted  and  Camp- 
bellsville  selected  as  the  location  and  work  was  begun  on 
the  Russell  Creek  Baptist  Academy,  but  the  building  was 
not  completed  until  after  his  death.  This  institution  is 
now  known  as  the  Campbells ville  Junior  College. 

He  represented  Adair  County  in  the  General  Assembly 
in  1872  and  secured  the  passage  of  an  Act  which  gave  the 
Trustees  of  the  town  of  Columbia  the  right  to  refuse 
saloon  license.  This  act  banished  all  saloons  from  Columbia 
and  was  the  first  local  option  law  adopted  by  a  municipality 
in  Kentucky.  Since  then  no  saloon  has  opened  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  Columbia. 

In  1902  he  took  an  active  interest  in  and  was  one  of 
the  large  contributors  to  Lindsay  Wilson  Training  School 
located  in  Columbia  by  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  now  the 
Lindsay  Wilson  Junior  College. 

In  1866  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of 
Columbia  and  was  its  President  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
being  succeeded  by  Judge  W.  W.  Jones,  his  nephew  by  mar¬ 
riage,  and  his  son,  James  II,  became  Vice-President.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  in  April  1872  and 
while  at  the  Bank  talking  with  W.  H.  Hudson,  Major  T.  C. 
Winfrey,  James  T.  Page  and  R.  A.  C.  Martin,  Cashier,  the 
James  gang  robbed  the  Bank.  One  of  the  three  gangsters 
who  entered  the  building  leveled  a  pistol  on  him  but  before 
it  fired  he  knocked  the  pistol  from  the  bandit's  hand,  re¬ 
ceiving  what  he  thought  a  slight  wound  on  the  back  of 
his  right  hand.  However  this  wound  developed  into  a 
growth  and  in  1886  his  hand  was  removed  at  a  point  about 
half  way  between  the  wrist  and  the  elbow.  He  soon  learned 
to  write  with  his  left  hand  and  engaged  actively  in  the 
practice  of  law  until  within  a  few  years  of  his  death. 
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In  18T6  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  Seventh  District  of  Kentucky,  composed  of  Adair,  Allen, 
Cumberland,  Barren,  Clinton,  Green,  Hart  and  Monroe 
Counties.  When  he  completed  the  term  of  six  years  he 
was  elected  Senator  from  the  Sixteenth  District  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  composed  of  Adair,  Cumberland,  Clinton,  Russell  and 
Wayne  Counties,  serving  in  the  Session  of  1882-84. 

In  1898  he  was  a  candidate  for  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  of  Kentucky,  entering  the  Convention  at  Lebanon 
with  enough  votes  to  organize  as  against  his  three  oppon¬ 
ents,  but  by  a  combination  another  candidate,  after  two 
days  balloting,  was  nominated. 

For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
Council  of  the  Democratic  Party  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  advocates  of  good  roads  and, 
while  a  young  man,  helped  to  organize  the  Muldrough’s 
Hill,  Campbellsville  and  Columbia  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
constructing  thirty  miles  of  macadam  road,  from  the  top  of 
Muldrough’s  Hill  in  Marion  County  to  Columbia  and  he  was 
a  director  of  this  corporation  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  a  continuous  resident  of  Adair  County  through 
a  long  and  useful  life  of  seventy  years,  six  months  and 
seventeen  days.  From  1892  until  his  death  he  practiced 
law  in  partnership  with  his  son,  James  H,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Garnett  &  Garnett,  but  during  the  last  five  years 
he  devoted  the  major  portion  of  his  time  to  his  duties  as 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  and  to  his  farm  on 
Glensfork  Creek,  which  was  a  part  of  the  Anthony  Garnett 
farm. 

He  was  kind  and  gentle,  but  firm  and  determined.  He 
took  special  interest  in  the  young  lawyers  and  young  busi¬ 
ness  men  and  was  deservedly  popular  with  all  classes,  as 
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was  evidenced  by  his  ability  to  carry  the  County,  a  Circuit 
and  Senatorial  District  which  was  normally  Republican. 

He  never  used  intoxicating  liquors,  abstained  from  the 
use  of  tobacco  for  thirty-five  years  prior  to  his  death.  He 
was  a  student  of  history,  an  entertaining  conversationalist, 
never  told  vulgar  anecdotes  or  used  profane  language. 

He  was  six  feet,  one  inch  and  in  early  life  quite  slender 
but  weighing  190  pounds  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders  at  the  Bar,  in  the 
Church,  in  business  and  financial  circles,  in  educational  and 
social  matters,  and  did  much  to  help  the  development  of  the 
civic  welfare  of  his  county. 

In  a  '‘Sketch  of  the  life  and  character  of  Judge  James 
Garnett^’,  written  by  B.  W.  Penick  of  Greensburg,  in  1905, 
this  is  said :  “To  know  Judge  Garnett  was  indeed  a  favored 
privilege ;  to  have  his  friendship,  an  investment ;  to  have  his 
advice  and  counsel,  an  income;  to  know  and  study  his  life 
an  inspiration.^’ 

In  the  same  article,  Mr.  Penick  made  the  following 
appraisement  of  his  judical  record:  “At  the  close  of  his  term 
Judge  Garnett  laid  off  his  judicial  ermine,  as  pure  and  un¬ 
sullied  as  when  he  donned  it,  and  of  him  was  true  ‘The 
people  rejoice  when  a  just  Judge  reigneth’ 

Before  he  became  Circuit  Judge  and  again  after  the 
close  of  his  term  Judge  Garnett  “rode  the  circuit”.  That  is, 
he  was  regular  in  attendance  during  the  term  of  the  courts 
of  several  counties  where  he  practiced;  traveling  on  horse¬ 
back  or  in  a  buggy  usually  in  company  with  the  circuit  judge 
or  members  of  the  Bar. 

In  the  practice  of  his  profession  on  the  circuit,  he 
measured  swords  with  many  distinguished  lawyers.  Among 
his  contemporaries  were:  Major  T.  C.  Winfrey,  Judge  H.  C. 
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Baker,  Hon.  William  Stewart,  General  Frank  L.  Wolford, 
Gov.  J.  R.  Hindman,  Hon.  F.  R.  Winfrey,  Judge  W.  W. 
Jones,  Hon  J.  F.  Montgomery  and  Judge  Rollin  Hurt  of 
Columbia;  Captain  John  R.  Robinson,  Robert  Montague, 
Judge  Charles  R.  Patteson,  H.  S.  Robinson,  and  Hon.  J.  M. 
Wood  of  Campbellsville ;  Captain  D.  T.  Towles,  B.  W.  Penick 
and  Jeff  Henry  of  Greensburg;  Captain  George  T.  Price, 
Judge  R.  B.  Dohoney  and  J.  W.  Compton  of  Edmonton; 
Hon.  W.  Logan  Porter,  Hon.  Louis  McQuown,  Judge  Joe  H. 
Lewis,  Gov.  Preston  H.  Leslie,  Captain  James  Rousseau, 
George  T.  Duff,  Major  Botts  and  Judge  Bowles  of  Glasgow; 
Judge  M.  0.  Allen  and  Captain  John  Sandidge  of  Burks- 
ville;  Col.  Elzy  Hayes,  John  L.  Phelps,  and  the  three  Stones 
— George,  W.  S.  and  Bryan — of  Jamestown. 

He  quit  the  circuit  several  years  prior  to  his  death 
and  declined  to  take  any  employment  which  would  carry 
him  away  from  home,  and  during  this  period  he  spent  much 
of  his  time  at  his  residence  in  the  company  of  his  wife. 
This  closing  period  of  his  career  was  a  beautiful  exemplifi¬ 
cation  of  his  happy  married  life. 

He  led  an  active  life  up  to  and  including  the  day  of  his 
death  on  January  25,  1905 ;  having  spent  part  of  the  day  at 
the  Bank;  part  in  the  law  office.  He  and  his  wife  filled 
a  dinner  engagement  at  6  o’clock.  When  they  returned 
home  he  retired  at  the  usual  time.  His  wife  sat  before  the 
open  fire  place  to  read  for  a  short  time  before  retiring,  as 
was  her  custom.  Shortly  after  her  husband  had  retired  she 
observed  that  he  was  breathing  heavily  and  upon  investi¬ 
gation  found  that  he  was  suffering  with  his  heart.  She 
immediately  called  the  physician  and  the  members  of  his 
family.  When  the  writer  reached  his  bed-side  and  asked 
him  what  was  the  trouble,  he  calmly  said,  “The  end  is  here 
and  nothing  can  be  done”,  and  in  a  few  moments  thereafter 
he  passed  away. 
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His  wife  continued  to  occupy  the  old  home  until 
her  death  in  1908.  She  was  often  heard  to  say  that  she 
wanted  to  go  to  him  and  a  short  time  before  she  quietly 
passed  away  she  expressed  the  hope  that  she  would  soon 
be  with  her  husband. 

Judge  James  Garnett,  his  wife,  Mary  Wood  Garnett, 
his  daughter,  Mary  Barnett,  her  infant  son,  and  Robert  An¬ 
thony  Garnett,  the  son  of  James  and  Lena,  are  buried  in  the 
family  lot  in  the  Columbia  Cemetery. 
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MILITARY 


In  the  history  of  Orange  County  written  by  W.  W. 
Scott  he  says  that  Anthony  Garnett  was  commissioned 
Captain  in  1775.  I  am  not  sure  whether  this  is  my  ancestor; 
but  my  ancestor  Garnett  had  two  sons,  William 

and  Anthony,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
William  was  killed  in  battle,  while  Anthony  survived  and 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Anthony  never  married.  Soon 
after  the  war  he  moved  to  the  central  part  of  Kentucky 
and  lived  there  for  a  while,  returning  to  Virginia,  and  went 
back  and  forth  several  times.  He  then  went  to  the  territory 
now  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  inlisted  in  the  War  of  1812. 
After  the  War  he  built  a  cabin  and  lived  the  remainder  of  ' 
his  life  on  the  tract  of  land  where  the  city  of  Circlesville 

is  now  located.  1987620 


Saffell,  in  his  record  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
says  that  on  June  1,  1777,  a  company  of  Revolutionary 
soldiers  known  as  “Colonel  Dan  Morgan's  Rifleman”  con¬ 
tained  only  seventeen  officers  and  man,  which  indicates 
that  this  company  had  engaged  in  disast^^rous  battles. 
Gabriel  Long  was  Captain,  Phillip  Slaughter  and  John 
Harrison  were  Lieutenants,  and  Anthony  Garnett  was  num¬ 
bered  among  the  privates.  Morgan  and  his  men  were 
thanked  by  Congress  for  their  valorous  service.  In  1778 
these  men  were  incorporated  with  Potterfield's  Company 
which,  on  November  30th,  1778,  was  under  the  command 
of  Charles  Potterfield,  Captain,  Phillip  Slaughter  and  David 
Williams,  Lieutenants. 


There  are  records  showing  that  ten  of  the  name,  other 
than  William  and  Anthony,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  to  wit:  Rice  Garnett;  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Garnett; 
Captain  Henry  Garnett;  Jesse  Garnett;  Daniel  Garnett; 
Benjamin  Garnett;  Lieutenant  Thomas  Garnett;  Surgeon's 
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Mate  William  Garnett,  and  John  Garnett  (Owen  County, 
Kentucky) ;  Ensign  Reuben  Garnett,  Essex  County  (1749- 
1820). 

Seventeen  of  the  name  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
all  of  them  enlisting  from  and  belonging  to  Virginia  regi¬ 
ment.  William  and  Reuben  attained  the  rank  of  Captain. 

Robert  Selden  Garnett  and  Richard  Brooke  Garnett 
graduated  from  United  States  Military  Academy,  Class 
1841.  Both  of  them  served  in  the  Mexican  War.  Robert 
Selden  was  on  General  Taylor's  Staff;  brevet  captain  for 
gallantry  in  action  at  Monterey;  brevet  major  for  gallantry 
in  action  at  Buena  Vista;  attained  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General,  and  was  the  first  Confederate  Brigadier  General 
killed  in  the  Civil  War.  He  fell  while  leading  the  daring 
charge  at  Carrick's  Ford,  West  Virginia. 

Richard  Brooke  Garnett  attained  the  rank  of  Briga¬ 
dier  General  and  was  killed  at  Gettysburg. 

Brigadier  General  Thomas  Stuart  Garnett,  killed  in 
battle  in  Civil  War;  Dr.  A.  S.  Garnett,  Westmoreland 
County,  Virginia,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy  prior  to  Civil  War; 
Assistant  Surgeon  on  Merrimac  at  time  of  battle  with  Moni¬ 
tor;  First  Cousin  of  General  Robert  Selden  and  General 
Richard  Brooke  Garnett;  afterwards  of  faculty  University 
of  Alabama,  and  later  for  many  years,  eminent  physician 
at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas. 
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RELIGION 


It  seems  that  our  ancestors,  like  their  leader,  Charles 
I,  were  loyal  to  the  Church  of  England  and  after  coming  to 
America  they  continued  as  communicants  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  until  after  the  religious  liberty  statute  was  written 
into  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

Anthony  Garnett  continued  a  vestryman  in  St.  Mark’s 
Parish  until  his  death  but  his  son,  the  Rev.  James  Garnett, 
who  married  Miss  Rowe,  was  a  Baptist  minister.  He 
helped  to  establish  the  Crooked  Run  Baptist  Church  in 
1772  and  was  its  pastor  from  1775  until  his  death.  His 
grandson.  Rev.  James  Garnett,  afterwards  became  pastor 
of  the  same  church,  and  with  few  exceptions,  the  descend- 
-ants  of  Anthony  Garnett  were  Baptists. 
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POLITICS 


In  politics  the  Garnetts  have  been  followers  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Hon.  James  Mercer  Garnett  was  a  member  of  Con¬ 
gress  from  1805  to  1809 ;  Robert  S.  Garnett  was  a  member 
of  Congress  from  1817  to  1827 ;  Hon.  Moscoe  Garnett  was  a 
member  of  Congress  and  the  Convention  of  1830.  Hon. 
R.  M.  Hunter,  a  cabinet  officer  and  United  States  Senator, 
was  a  Garnett  on  his  mother’s  side.  Leslie  C.  Garnett  was 
Assistant  Attorney  General  of  Virgina,  later  a  member  of 
the  Staff  of  Attorney  Generals  of  the  United  States  during 
the  administration  of  Woodrow  Wilson  and  now  United 
States  District  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hon.  James  B.  Garnett,  of  Cadiz,  Kentucky,  for  eight¬ 
een  years  Commonwealth’s  Attorney,  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  lawyers  in  Western  Kentucky. 

Judge  James  Garnett  was  County  Attorney  of  Adair 
County,  Kentucky,  and  School  Superintendent.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1871;  in  1876  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Seventh  Circuit  Court  District,  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Adair,  Allen,  Barren,  Cumberland,  Clinton, 
Green,  Hart,  Monroe  and  Metcalfe.  At  the  close  of  the  six 
year  term  he  was  elected  to  the  Kentucky  Senate  from  the 
district  composed  of  Adair,  Cumberland,  Clinton,  Russell 
and  Wayne  Counties. 

His  brother,  Richard  T.  Garnett,  was  elected  and  served 
one  term  as  Judge  of  the  Adair  County  Court. 

His  son,  James  Garnett  H,  was  County  Attorney  of 
Adair  County  from  1898  to  1906 ;  Attorney  General  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  from  1912  to  1916;  now  Judge  of  the  Chancery 
Branch  of  the  Jefferson  Circuit  Court,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  for  eleven  years. 
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Many  of  the  ties  of  friendship  formed  by  Judge 
Garnett  survived  him  and  were  inherited  by  his  son.  In 
1911  many  of  the  older  citizens  of  the  south  central  part 
of  Kentucky,  on  account  of  their  friendship  to  Judge  Gar¬ 
nett,  volunteered  their  loyalty  and  support  to  his  son  in  his 
campaign  for  Attorney  General.  In  the  1916  Presidential 
campaign,  the  writer  was  billed  for  a  speech  at  the  Court 
House  at  Munfordsville.  He  was  greeted  by  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  audience,  sprinkled  with  a  large  number  of  old  citizens 
from  different  sections  of  the  county,  who  informed  the 
speaker  that  they  had  come  to  hear  him  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  whether  he  could  make  as  good  a  speech  as  his 
father.  Recently  the  writer  asked  Congressman  C.  R.  Car¬ 
den,  who  was  present,  for  the  names  of  those  old  friends 
of  his  father,  and  he  said: 

“I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  recent  date,  asking 
the  names  of  the  old  time  citizens  that  came  to  Munford- 
ville  to  hear  you  speak — or  not  so  much  to  hear  you  speak 
but  on  account  of  your  being  the  son  of  your  father,  as  they 
all  told  you.  I  do  not  remember  all  their  names,  it  has 
been  so  long  and  there  were  so  many  of  them  that  met  you 
there.  There  were  my  father,  Wm.  P.  Carden,  J.  T.  Price, 
G.  P.  Powell,  A.  R.  C.  Moore,  J.  B.  Lawson  and  my  uncle, 
J.  R.  Carden,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away  since  that 
time.  There  were  a  number  of  others,  because  I  remem¬ 
ber  you  receiving  such  an  ovation  from  the  friends  of  your 
father  and  only  wish  I  had  a  list  of  them,  as  there  were 
quite  a  few.^^ 


39 


GENEALOGY 


We  are  the  descendants  of  JOHN  GARNETT,  who  was 
horn  in  England  and  came  to  the  colony  of  Virginia  in  1680, 
settling  in  Gloucester  County  and  later  moved  to  Essex 
County,  where  he  died.  This  JOHN  GARNETT  had  four 
children,  one  daughter  and  three  sons,  THOMAS,  John  H, 
and  Anthony.  Anthony  died  young. 

There  is  some  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  we  are 
the  descendants  of  John  or  Thomas,  but  I  believe  that 
Thomas  was  the  father  of  our  ancestor,  ANTHONY 
GARNETT.  In  either  event  we  are  the  decendants  of  the 
immigrant,  JOHN  GARNETT,  ANTHONY  GARNETT 
being  the  son  of  either  Thomas  Garnett  or  John  Garnett,  H, 
who  were  brothers.  From  the  records  I  have  examined,  I 
reached  the  conclusion  that  Thomas  Garnett  was  his  father. 

ANTHONY  GARNETT  married  Elizabeth  Bo^eT^ ^nee 
Jones).  They  had  five  sons,  ROBERT,  (called  by  Slaugh¬ 
ter  in  his  history  ‘‘Robin”),  James,  John,  Thomas  and  Ruben. 

ROBERT  (Robin)  GARNETT  was  my  great-great¬ 
grandfather.  He  was  born  December  31,  1736,  in  Essex 
County.  He  married  Miss  Towles  and  had  twelve  children, 
William,  Anthony,  John,  Robert,  OL^ER  (my  great-grand- 
, father),  Elizabeth,  who  married  J^es  Waggener,  Sallie, 
who  married  John  Waggener,  Mary,  who  married  Thomas 
Waggener,  Nancy,  who  married  Reuben  Willis,  Eva  or  Eve, 
who  married  Mr.  Payne,  Lucy  who  married  Mr.  White, 
Malissa,  who  married  Mr.  Jones.  They  all  married  in  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

The  Willises,  Waggeners  and  OLIVER  GARNETT  all 
moved  to  Kentucky ;  Mr.  Payne  To  Tennessee ;  Mr.  White 
and  Mr.  Jones  remained  in  Virginia.  William,  Anthony, 
John  and  Robert  remained  in  Virginia.  William  and  An- 
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thony  never  married.  ROBERT  came  to  Kentucky  in  1824 
and  lived  with  his  son  in  Cumberland  County  until  his  death 
December  30,  1830. 

f  OLIVER  GARNETT  married  Sarah  Weatherall.  They 
had  eight  children,  Lucy,  who  married  Merry  Willis; 
Mariah,  who  married  William  W.  Waggener;  Robert,  who 
never  married,  died  when  he  was  about  twenty-three  years 
old;  Sallie  who  married  Josiah  Barger;  ANTHONY;  Ellen, 
who  married  Edmund  Willis;  John,  who  married  Mrs.  Eliza 
T.  Waggener,  had  no  children;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Hayden  Hopkins.  OLIVER  GARNETT  came  to  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  Kentucky,  in  1815  and  lived  on  Crocus  Creek 
until  his  death  in  1838  and  was  buried  on  the  family  lot 
beside  his  father,  ROBERT  GARNETT. 

ANTHONY  GARNETT  was  born  the  8th  of  December, 
1792;  he  was  married  in  1824  to  Mrs.  Mary  Anna  Pettris 
Hopkins,  widow  of  William  Hopkins.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Frances  Tompkins  Hayden,  and  was  born  and 
reared  in  Albermarle  County,  Virginia.  Anthony  Garnett 
died  January  6,  1846.  His  wife  died  July  5,  1862.  They  had 
eight  children,  1st.  Richard  T.,  born  1825,  married  1846  to 
Miss  Caroline  Taylor,  died  1871.  He  had  seven  children,  two 
of  them  died  in  infancy,  the  others  are,  Mary  F.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Owen  Miller ;  Sarah  Kate,  who  married  George  Taylor ; 
Henry  Bascom,  who  married  Fanny  Taylor;  Ella  C.,  who 
married  John  Beauchamp;  Ada,  who  married  John  C. 
Dohoney.  2nd.  Oliver,  born  1828,  died  when  he  was  five 
years  old.  3rd.  Robert,  born  1830,  married  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Allen  in  1867,  died  1873,  had  no  children.  4th.  Katherine 
Frances,  born  1832,  married  Sinclair  Wheat  in  1854,  died 
18,88,  had  two  children,  one  died  in  infancy,  the  other, 
Sarah  Louise,  married  Judge  W.  W.  Jones,  who  served 
two  terms  as  Judge  of  the  29th  Judicial  District  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  5th.  JAMES,  born  July  8,  1834,  married  Miss  Mary 


Wood  on  August  2,  1866.  They  had  four  children.  6th. 
William  Hopkins  Garnett,  born  1836,  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Miss  Laura  E.  Johnson  in  1859;  she  died  in  1861. 
In  1863  he  married  Miss  Mary  V.  J.  Willis.  He  died  in 
1879;  had  one  child  by  his  first  wife,  Mattie,  who  married 
E.  M.  Hurt,  and  is  now  dead.  He  had  three  children  by 
his  second  wife,  James  E.,  who  married  Dolly  Pyle,  William 
A.,  who  married  Mary  Lee  Holladay,  and  Sarah  Elbe,  who 
married  James  Scott.  7th.  Sarah,  born  in  1838,  died  1855. 
She  would  have  completed  her  course  in  college  in  one  year. 
8th.  Mary  Anthony,  born  1841,  died  1906,  married  Henry 
Holladay  in  1863,  he  died  in  1889.  They  had  three  child¬ 
ren,  Sarah  Eva,  who  died  in  1891,  William  G.  and  Fannie, 
both  of  whom  lived  on  a  part  of  the  Anthony  Garnett  farm. 

JAMES  GARNETT  born  July  8,  1834,  married  Miss 
Mary  Wood  on  August  2,  1866.  They  had  four  children, 

three  daughters  and  oiie  son,  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Rev.  E.  W.  Barnett  and  died  June  24,  1908;  Jennie  Wood, 
who  owns  and  occupies  the  old  home  in  Columbia ;  JAMES 

H,  and  Sarah  Frances,  who  married  Rev.  J.  Pendleton 
Scruggs,  who  has  served  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 

in  Columbia,  Midway  and  Franklin,  Kentucky;  Cape  Gir¬ 
ardeau,  Missouri;  and  Kensington,  Maryland. 

JAMES  GARNETT,  H,  born  November  15,  1871,  mar¬ 
ried  Lena  Vardeman,  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  M.  and  Mattie 
Ridgway  Vardeman,  of  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  December 
10,  1895.  They  owned  and  occupied  the  property  adjacent 
to  the  home  of  Judge  James  Garnett  in  Columbia  until 
James  H  was  elected  Attorney  General  of  Kentucky,  when 
he  sold  the  property  to  R.  F.  Rowe,  who  once  owned  the 
Oliver  Garnett  farm  on  Crocus  Creek.  JAMES  H  and  Lena 
Garnett  had  three  children:  Katherine  Frances,  Robert 
Anthony  and  James  HI.  Katherine  Frances  was  graduated 
from  the  Kentucky  College  for  Women.  She  finished  the 


three  year  course  at  the  Sergeant  School  of  Physical  Cul¬ 
ture  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  She  taught  physical 
education  in  the  Louisville  Collegiate  School  for  one  term. 
She  married  Robert  Alexander  Gayle  of  Frankfort,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  They  have  two  children:  Garnett  Eva  and  Martha 
Roberta,  the  first  twins  to  appear  in~The  family~^mce  th^* 
birth  of  Muscoe  and  William  Garnett  on  July  12,  1786. 
Robert  Anthony  died  when  he  was  nine  months  old. 
JAMES  III,  after  attending  the  grade  and  high  school  in 
Louisville,  finished  his  high  school  course  at  McCallie  School 
in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  during  which  time  he  finished 
the  summer  course  at  Culver  Military  Acadamy,  Culver, 
Indiana.  He  then  entered  Centre  College  at  Danville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  from  which  Institution  he  was  graduated  in  1932, 
and  is  now  a  student  at  the  University  of  Louisville  Law 
School. 

After  the  expiration  of  a  four  year  term  as  Attorne}' 
General,  JAMES  II  and  his  family  moved  to  Louisville  and 
purchased  property  at  the  corner  of  Cherokee  Road  and 
Grinstead  Drive,  where  he  and  his  wife  and  son,  JAMES 
III,  now  reside.  He  opened  offices  in  Louisville  and  prac¬ 
ticed  law  in  partnership  with  A.  C.  Van  Winkle  under  the 
firm  name  'of  Garnett  &  Van  Winkle  from  1916  to  1934, 
w’hen  he  became  Judge  of  the  Jefferson  Circuit  Court  for  a 
term  of  six  years. 


43 


555 


7 


9 


(-5 


